oof JouRNEYMAN TAYLOR'S 
Reaſonable Appeal to a Turk, 


Who embraced the Chriſtian Religion 
at Twelve Years of Age, but ſill 
retains his Turkiſh Morals; bred 
to the Trade of a Taylor, is now 

a Maſter, and hath been ſuch many 


Tears. 


Mr. SMYRNA, 


Doubt. not, as you have been in this Country upwards 

of theſe Sixty Years paſt, and at your coming was put to 
a common School, in order to qualify you for a Tradeſman, 
as well as to receive proper Inſtructions in the En glifh 
Language ; but that you at ſome times have put yourſelf 
upon reading the Hiſtory of this Country, whereof you 

are an adopted Son, that you might not be ſo ignorant as 
to — in a manner that a quite illiterate Man is conſe- 
quently liable to. Nay, it is manifeſt, you have applied 
ſome of your leiſure Hours in doing this, by the Cha- 
rafter you bear in the Neighbourhood, where you have 
ſettled theſe Forty Vears; therefore you are the propereſt 
Object I could fix on, to offer a Matter of this nature 
to be conſidered of and referred to. 
A A Sir, 
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Sir, I believe you are as ſenſible of the Difference that 
at preſent ſubſiſts between Maſters and Journeymen, as you 
are of the handſome Fortune, which you have acquired by 
the Trade of a Taylor. But, as this Appeal may fall into 
other hands, who are not immediately concerned in the 
Trade, and be ignorantly cenſured by them, as ſome al- 
ready have taken the liberty to do, like ignorant and im- 
pertinent Creatures who puth Oars into Boats that do not 
properly belong to them, nor have ſkill to manage, and let 
their own Affairs lie neglected ; leſt, I fay, this ſhould 
happen, I will lay out the plain Caſe. 


The Journeymen defire their Wages may be ſettled at 
25. 74 d. per Day, the Year about, Sunday excepted ; and 
confine themſelves not to demand more but upon an extra- 
ordinary Occaſion. God preſerve His Majeſty and all the 
Royal Family, and grant him long to reign. Now, the 
Maſters not only refuſe to comply, but threaten to put an 
Act of Parliament in force againſt us; an Act, which as 
it was made and confirm'd by his late Majeſty in Parlia- 
ment, we by no means deny the Authority of ; but as you 
know what a mean and uncomfortable Support Statute- 
Wages would be to Journeymen of our Trade, which is 
but 15. 94 d. per Day for Three Quarters of the Year, 
and that too when Two Thirds of the Time is attended 
with a greater Charge for Proviſions than the other Part of 
the Year: I fay, Sir, your Conſcience would not permit 
you to fall in with it, but generouſly give your Men what 
you was ſure could be afforded by a good Maſter. and fair 
Trader; and thus you became a worthy Example for ſe- 
veral others who followed you. 

But there was ſtill left the Majority on the 10 Side 
of the Queſtion, with hard Hearts, fear'd Conſciences, and 
Covetouſneſs of the Dl; 80 you know that Covetaut- 

nets, 
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neſs, though attended with Abundance, is but Poverty in 
diſguiſe ; ſo that ſuch Maſters were ſtarving in Thought, 
though in the midſt of Plenty: but ſuch was never your 
Caſe. 

I apprehend, that any one of theſe Creature's Temper 

would, if it were in his power, ſacrifice half the World 
to his own Intereſt, without either Shame or Remorſe ; 
and would have been pleaſed the Journeymens Wages 
had been ſettled rather at 9+ d. per Day, than as it was by 
Authority. 
* I muſt not proceed any farther without repreſenting to 
you the publick Character that one of theſe ſtrenuous 
Aſſerters of the expreſs Letter and Meaning of the late Act 
died with ſome few Years ago ; I think it was in the fol- 
lowing Words, but however I am ſure it was to the fame 
Effe&t :——** One Day laſt Week died at his Houſe in 
* York-Buildings an eminent Maſter-Taylor, who had 
« ſaved a Remnant, without a Shred of Honeſty ;” partly 
alluding to his grinding the Face of the induſtrious Jour- 
neymen, to whom he was beholden for his Fortune. 
What an obnoxious Character is here, and how unwor- 
thy an Example muſt ſuch a one's Life be, though a Per- 
ſon were ſure to die poſſeſſed of an hundred times the 
Worth of his Eſtate ! 

I ſhould not have diſturb'd this Wretch in his Grave, 
but on ſo uſeful an occaſion. And now, with your leave, 
I will turn myſelf to thoſe Gentlemen who are the En- 
couragers of an Advertiſement, wherein ſome Clauſes of 
the late Act are mentioned. 

Sirs, What could induce you to run inadvertently 
into ſuch an Error? An Error, which has expoſed your- 
ſelves and the whole Body of Maſters to the Penalty of 
Five Pounds for every Offence; when you know that no 
Maſter hath been capable to obtain Men to do thcir 

A 2 | Buſineſs, 
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Buſineſs, without breaking into the Statute, for ſeveral Years 
paſt : You ſtand (elt-condemn'd without Excuſe ; or what 
will be worſe, and that is, you have very. ignorantly be- 
tray'd your Knowledge of an Offence you committed, 
Oh you particular Gentlemen-Maſters, what Adoration 
you pay to the fallen God call'd Mammon!“ 

Mr. Smyrna, I return to my Appeal, and again refer 


myſelf to that Reaſon I imagine you are poſſeſſed of, 


whether or no theſe Gentlemen are worthy any other 
Community than their own ; I am ſure they are not enter- 
taining Company for you. This is Truth, and Truth ne- 
ver offends, unleſs it be firſt offended, ſays a Perſon of Fi- 
gure: for I mean not hereby either to ſtand in contempt 
of the Laws of my Country, or fly in the Face of its Au- 
thority, nor encourage it in others; but the whole Scope of 
this Appeal is, with Reaſon to ſhew the great Advantages 
the Journeymen of our Trade had in a very diſtant Reign 
trom this, to what they now enjoy. For in Queen Eliza- 


beth's Time Journeymen Taylors were allowed by their. 
Maſters 1 5. 74d. per Day; a competent Support at that 


time, conſidering the Scarcity of Money and Plentifulneſs 


of Proviſions: For then, it may be reaſonably preſumed, 


Eggs were fold at Ten a Penny ; Bread, Butter, Cheeſe, 
and Fleſh, &c. in proportion. And I beg leave to inſtance 
a particular Affair, which 1 have taken notice of in the 
courſe of what little Reading I have had time or op- 
portunity for, to ſhew the vaſt Diſproportion of Money 
at that time compar'd with the preſent, You mult 
know, that a Gentleman of an extraordinary Capacity in 
that Queen's Time, was recommended to that Princeſs as 
a Perſon fit for a publick Employ in Matters of State; his 
Aſſiduity in his private Studies had raiſed him to the De- 


gree of a Doctor of Law, this Gentleman's Name wag 


Dele ; he was approved of, and fent abroad in the Cha- 
racter 
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rater of a Miniſter to Flanders, where at that time the 
Preſence of ſuch a Perſon was requiſite : And, among other 
Encouragements, the Queen told him that he ſhould have 
205. per Day for his Expences. And if that was a ſuffi- 
cient Competency to ſupport the Dignity of a Perſon in that 
Character and his Family, (for he had one, I underſtand) 
what reaſon can be given againſt a Journeyman of our 
Trade his having 25. 74 d. per Day now, when I am per- 
ſuaded no Miniſter in the like Character could at this time 
ſupport his Dignity and Expence with half as many Pounds, 
ſuppoſing him to manage with all the Frugality, Care and 
Calculation imaginable ? 

Sir, It is not my intent to ſet Journeymen-Taylors, or 
any other Artiſts or Mechanicks upon a level with our No- 
bility or Gentry, far be it from me; for I have ever hi- 
therto ſubmitted myſelf to my Superiors, and would have 
all my Equals and Inferiors, if any, do the like; all my 
intention is to ſhew that 2 s. 74 d. per Day compared with, 
paſt Times, 1s no exorbitant Demand. For you know at 
certain Seaſons there is a dearth of Buſineſs, when perhaps 
a Maſter who employs Twenty-four Men in the Height of 


one Seaſon, cannot employ. any more than Six at another; 


and theſe Six will more than ſupport the Maſter and his 


Family, if they live within the Bounds of Moderation: ſo 


there are Eighteen Journeymen to ſubſiſt on Credit, or 
ſtarve ;. for you know there are no other means left for 
them, not to name Sickneſs, Accidents, or large Families. 


And it is as requiſite for poor working Men to marry 


and ſettle in a Family-way, as it is for their Superiors, that 
ſuch may be furniſhed or ſupplied with Servants, Apprentices, 
or Journeymen, according to the Degree and Quality of 
Per ſons. What miſcrable Circumſtances muſt a Journey- 
man of our Trade be in, with an extenſive Family, Dearth 
of Buſineſs and Scarcity of Proviſions, winch the Almighty 
guard us from 1 
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I fay the Wages, as they are ſettled, will not afford 
means to lay up any thing againſt Sickneſs, or Accidents, 
without a Man's depriving himſelf or Family of what of- 
tentimes Need requires, 

Sir, You are not inſenſible, ſuppoſe a Journeyman of 
our Trade might be employed every Working-Day in the 
Year, that the Poſition they ſet to their Work in, is ex- 
tremely detrimental to their Health of Body, and ſoon 
impairs a ſtrong Conſtitution in this or any other great 
City; ſo that it is needful they ſhould have a moderate 
Receſs from Buſineſs, and that too at a proper Seaſon when 
the Air is enlivening and ſtrengthening : Nor can I conceive 
why we ſhould be conſtrain'd to work at lower Rates than 
the Journeymen of other Trades leſs ſignificant, and whoſe 
Maſters have not the opportunity to ſwell their Fortunes 
to that immenſe Bulk that ſome of our Maſters have 
done. There is, tis true, in all Buſineſſes a Secret which 
cannot be obtain'd but by the Practiſers thereof, and there- 
fore it may be preſumed that no Gentleman can be a com- 
petent Judge of every Branch in ours, or any other Handi- 
craft, nay, it is impoſſible ; and ſo when Things of this 
nature are to be ſettled in a Parliamentary way and paſs'd 
into a Law, it is imagined that our Senators are careful in 
the Examination of ſuch Perſons, as may be repreſented to 
them as proper for that purpoſe, nor can any other be ex- 

Qed from ſuch Gentlemen in this caſe, I will not ſay, it is 
a hardſhip upon the Journeymen of our Trade, to have their 
Wages ſettled by Authority, becauſe if it were done with 
a Sufficiency, there could be no reaſon ſhewed for Cauſe 
of Complaint; yet, nothing is more certain, than that 
Matters were miſrepreſented to the Legiſlative Power in 
the Reign of his late Majeſty, in regard to the Affair re- 
lating to the Journeymen of our Trade. And, Sir, I think 
I may mention it without giving offence, that it a 


PPears 


to 


to me the Gentlemen who were of Council for the Jour- 
neymen did not do their proper endeavour for their Clients, 
which muſt conſequently be through want of Care or Ca- 
pacity; not to mention Bribery or Corruption from the 
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Gentlemen Maſters, who without doubt were the ſtrongeſt f 
Body for Wealth, 3 
But, good Sir, is Wealth to over-awe Equity? If ſo, the 1 Y 


rich or money'd Man may knock the poor Man o'the head, 

and never be called to account for it: But you are ſenſible 

tis ſeldom the Caſe in this Country, a Country that is noted C 

for the moſt wholeſome Laws in general of any in Eu- 7 

rope. We are Chriſtians, and as ſuch are generally treated 1 

by our Superiors, and all within the compaſs of the Golden 

Rule, do as they would have us do unto them, every Per- 

ſon in his proper Station: Yet I am very much ſurprized, 

that when the Bill for the Regulation of Journeymen 

Taylors Wages was referr'd to a Committee, that the ho- 

nourable Gentleman who was Chairman at that time could . 

agree to ſettle, according to Act of Parliament, the Break - 

faſt of a Working-man at the rate of One Penny Half- 

penny per Day in the Year 1720, when it was known the 

like Sum was allotted for the fame pron in the me- 

morable Year 1588. With due Submiſſion, Mr. Smyrna, 

| I would aſk you, if it can be imagin'd that ſuch Gen- 

tlemens Servants coſt no more for their Breakfaſt each, if 

| at Houſc keeping, than One Penny Half-penny per Day: for 

if $ervants are put to Board-Wages, there is ſcarce an 

Livery-Servant ſubmits to ſubſiſt for leſs than Seven Shil- 

lings per Week, and that divided into equal Portions for 

the Day is Three-pence for Breakfaſt, Six-pence for Din- 

ner, and Three-pence for Supper. And if Lackeys are to be 

more encouraged than Perſons who have ſerved a legal Ap- 

prenticeſhip to a Trade; then who would offer to vindicate 

or prefer a Tradeſman to thoſe who are thought by moſt 
tO. 


9 


= my ig! y den on... \ 
- gs tn dr Rb ninnEtiokt.c £3 


© 
* 


(8 
to be che Iowreſt Claſs of Mankind. It is not my defign 
to give offence to that Body, but Inferences cannot be a- 
voided in the preſent Caſe. | 


And, now, Sir, I ſhall conclude only with this Obſer= 
vation, that I am convinced his Majeſty loves and eſteems 
every individual Subject that is a fit Companion for the 
Commonweal; ard, in the Name of the Journeymen in 
general I fay,we are happy in our Prince and Government, 


Tam, SIR, 


Your humble Servant, 


5 Ephraim Plain-Reaſon, 


* - = 


Jeurneyman-Taylor, 
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